
 

 

During my career as a professional fashion designer, that has spanned almost two decades, I have designed and exhibited fifty collections 
which  have been showcased internationally in Africa, America, Europe and Australia. I have completed a Master’s Degree in Fashion 
Design, a PhD in Visual Arts and have a decade of lecturing experience at the University of Namibia where I co-founded and directed a not 
for profit craft and design association. During this time, I worked with over 750 crafts people and artists in regional Namibia, mapping 
Namibian craft and design worlds trough a post-colonial lens. Since 2016, my post-doctorate research at the University of Lapland 
focuses on disseminating my experiences into theory through further research and practical implementation in various global settings. 
My recent projects explore themes related to marginality and feminist perspectives through ethnographic and narrative methods. 
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about the artist 

the importance of the environment 

As an artist, the environment in which I work in is important to me as it is my exhibition space. Since 2015, I have regularly participated in 
ephemeral and environmental art as means of overcoming my feelings of isolation as an immigrant to Australia. I often practice my art 
individually and in the absence of others, the environment is my audience where I can express and explore my personal narratives. This 
has taught me that an acute awareness for the wellbeing of our natural environment starts with an awareness of the self, who we are and 
the values we uphold. Care for the environment is an ongoing process that we need to integrate in all the aspects of our lives  if we want if 
enact change. The environment is my studio and exhibition space and without it nothing can be. 

the eco art project and what it can achieve 

With two Streaky Bay artists, Jackie Fiebig and Tiffany Ottens, we will create a textile art web as a metaphor for the West Coast environment 
using wool, sisal, seaweed and cotton. The web will celebrate the interconnectedness of our lives with the natural environment and its 
fragility that is caused by overconsumption. The project will take a philosophical perspective on shaping connections between communities 
and developing community-based projects that celebrate, question and investigate the relationship between humans and the environment. It 
will engage the Streaky Bay and West Coast communities as well as a global on-line audience we hope to reach through social media. 
This will allow reflection on everyday practices and choices of consumption critically, honestly and responsibly.  

fu rther reading and eco art links 

‘A  Philosophical Approach: Enactivism’ - Evan Thompson 
http://cargocollective.com/melaniesarantou
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Melanie_Sarantou 
https://margintomargin.com/
htttps://margintomargin.com/voices/#melanie

visit VISIBLEstreakybay.com o Doctors Beach, Wells Street
o F oreshore Lawns, Corner of Stuart Street & Eyre Avenue
o Campbells Landing, Corner of Linklater Street & Eyre Avenue
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