
 
I was  born in Finland and graduated from the Lahti Institute of Design in 
2001 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Jewellery and Object Design. I 
continued my Master of Art Studies at the University of Art and Design in 
Helsinki, where I graduated in 2006. I have worked as a freelance 
jewellery designer, artist and entrepreneur since 2004, designing 
jewellery for selected jewellery studios, shops and fashion shows with 
leading Finnish designers. Between 2002 and 2009 I regularly 
conducted design workshops in Namib ia, teaching craft design and 
manufacturing skills to Finnish and Namibian art students. My current 
artwork varies from installations to wearable art, reflecting on topics 
related to human interactions and dialogues with nature. I started work 
in a Finnish elementary school in 2016 and currently work as a special 
education and art teacher with teenagers. 
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about the artist 

the importance of the environment 

From an early age, I have appreciated Finnish nature, especially the wide contrasts in seasons. The Finnish forests were my playground 
and my upbringing promoted respect for its delicate ecosystem. In the forest I find serenity and a counterbalance to an often hectic lifestyle. 
An in terest in human interaction with nature is emerging in my art as I currently work with themes related to how animals are viewed by 
humanity. My work may be seen as sentimental and personal, but I hope it will raise thought-provoking emotions and actions of viewers.  
Natu re without humans is possible, but humans without nature is not. We are an adaptable species, but our wellbeing and existence is 
dependent on fragile ecosystems and prospering biodiversity. Due to our habits, numbers and cultural evolutions, our species has become 
destructive to the planet and in a short time span we have caused mass extinction of other species. We utilise the planets resources to its 
limits  while we continue to increase consumption. We have transferred a vast percentage of the planet’s biomass from indigenous species 
to cultivated flora and fauna, thereby reducing biodiversity. Economics being the prevalent driver of today, it overrides ecologic and ethical 
factors. C apitalism gauges value with a utilitarian point of view by defining use-value for different environments, and our unsustainable habits 
cause drastic consequences. 

the eco art project and what it can achieve 

I will be working closely with another Finnish artist Laura Pokela and Streaky 
Bay local artist Rosemaree Skelton. Our working title is ‘Remember’ in 
reference to the beauty and importance of all flora and fauna. We will be 
honouring a species that is significant to the local Southern Australian 
ecosystem and who’s population has been severely affected by human action, 
the green carpenter bee. Our beach installation will use river pebbles to highlight the 
site as a place for play, contemplation and experiencing natures elements. The 
installation will be co-created with local residents and visitors with the aim of 
bringing together young and old generations. In Finnish we refer to a saying “not 
to see the forest from the trees”, meaning that while we stick to details, we fail 
to see from a wider perspective. The rationale behind the project is that 
viewers need to step back for a moment to see and contemplate the 
bigger picture. The installation will slowly be disassembled due to tides, 
winds, rain and human interaction. The pebbles will find their way to new 
places and serve as memoirs. The installation will be ephemeral, a small 
achievement of people’s co-operation, and a mark of physical labour that 
will exist for a brief moment before starting to scatter again. It will serve as a 
reminder of the impact humans have on their environments. 

further reading and eco art links 

o http://www.jujujewellery.fi/juju-jewellery
o https://margintomargin.com/voices/#sanna
o https://sannasillgren.cargocollective.com/

visit VISIBLEstreakybay.com o Doctors Beach, Wells Street
o F oreshore Lawns, Corner of Stuart Street & Eyre Avenue
o Campbells Landing, Corner of Linklater Street & Eyre Avenue
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